
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Players,  

Thank you for participating in Valley Isle Soccer Academy Team Tryout.  Below is a summary 

of the key points discussed at the initial Parent Meeting.   

     

VIS Academy has the greatest impact on a players’ development through selection and 

participation in VIS Academy Teams.   VIS Academy Teams are geared towards players who have 

a passion for soccer and who are serious about their development as competitive soccer players. 

 Player’s Commitment.  Players selected onto a VIS Academy Team are expected to 

commit to training at the highest level.  The Academy is premised on the philosophy of 

competition in all aspects of its players’ development.  The Academy’s Training Curriculum, 

regularly scheduled evaluations and annual tryouts are structured to provide an environment that 

encourages and promotes this philosophy.  It is expected that each player takes responsibility for 

her own development by committing herself to trainings and maintaining a competitive attitude.   

 

 Parents’ Commitment. Parents of VIS Academy Team players must understand and   

be in support of the Academy’s objectives for their child.   It is important to recognize that players 

and parents must invest significant time and resources into their child’s training schedule.   VIS 

Academy holds mandatory parent meetings once a month to ensure open communication 

between coaches and parents.  These meetings allow VIS Academy coaches to provide feedback 

about the team’s progress and to address any questions that parents may have.  Parents are also 

encouraged to communicate with the coaching staff individually at any time.   

     

The primary goal of VIS Academy Teams, especially at the youth ages (under 12 years old) is 

the long-term development of each player.   We do not select teams simply for entering 

competitive league play or travelling to tournaments.  VIS Academy Teams participate in games 

solely for the purpose of gaining game experience as part of their overall development. 

Winning, especially at the younger ages, is not a priority of VIS Academy Teams and will 

not override the process of developing each player within our program.  Teaching players to solve 

problems creatively and with skill, to have confidence on the ball and to try to play possession-

oriented soccer, does not usually result in competitive success at younger ages (or at any age 

when the players do not have the necessary technical skill).  At every level, we demand our players 

exhaust every possibility to play out of a situation, rather than “bail out” by “just kicking it” or 

“booting it up the field”. 

Competition and the desire to “win” is incredibly important, and is encouraged at every 

phase throughout VIS Academy Team players’ development.  However, this is very different to the 
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“winning at all costs” that many teams, coaches and parents expect from their child’s participation 

in youth sports.  Players need to first learn how to compete against themselves.  This socializes a 

strong training ethic and motivates players to train harder and train on their own.  Players then 

need to learn to compete against their team-mates.  This ensures a daily training environment 

that constantly pushes players out of their comfort zones and raises the level of training, and 

thereby the rate of development, across the entire team.  Finally, players learn to compete against 

opponents.  This is the easy part and comes as players get older and more mature in 

understanding their roles as competitive athletes. 

     

Present and potential VIS Academy Team players are evaluated in four general areas, with 

each area representing a fundamental pillar of player development. 

 Psychological Qualities. At VIS Academy, we believe that attitude is the   

most essential quality for the success of any player.  We assess a players’ self-motivation, 

training ethic and desire to become a competitive soccer player.  Moreover, in considering 

the overall dynamic of the team, we evaluate a player’s level of sportsmanship, leadership and 

the ability to take instruction. 

 

 Technical Qualities. Technical qualities include such skills as: first touch, dribbling, 

passing, juggling, etc.  We do not place as significant an emphasis on this component, 

especially at the U6-8 ages.  That is what we are for!  A general athleticism is beneficial, but 

not essential at this stage.  What is important, however, is that a player enjoys physical activity 

and is trying out for his or her own reasons. 

 

 Tactical Knowledge. Tactical knowledge refers to a players’ understanding the game 

of soccer and the ability to make effective decisions as a result of that understanding.  Again, 

we do not place as big an emphasis on tactical understanding at the younger ages.  All we 

generally look for in this area is the responsiveness of a player to tactical instruction.  

 

 Physical Qualities.  Physical qualities include a player’s strength, speed and 

agility.  We do not place much weight on this component for our team selections at the youth 

levels as there are many variables that influence a players’ physical development.  Our aim is 

to provide each player with the technical skill and tactical understanding of the game 

necessary to nullify the effect of physical variations at the younger ages. 

  

VIS Academy Team Fees are currently set at $80 per month.  These fees covers the 

majority of additional costs, including the costs of coaching, training uniforms, game uniforms, 

league registration fees, and, most importantly, future travel. 
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Player 

Name 

___________________________________________________ D.O.B. ____________________ 
          (MM/DD/YYYY) 

Current Team  
    (if applicable)

 

 

_________________________________ 

Years of 

Experience 

 

____________________ 

Parent / 

Guardian(s)  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

City / Town ________________ 

Phone 

(Cell) _______________________________ 

Phone 

(Home) ___________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ 

By signing below, I/we, the legal parent or guardian of the above-named child, hereby consents to my child 

participating in a Valley Isle Soccer Academy (“VIS Academy”) Teams Tryout.  I/we have read the preceding 

Parents’ Letter, and I/we understand and agree to the evaluation criteria and process for selection to the VIS 

Academy Team.  I/We understand that soccer is a contact sport and that, at times, injury may occur.  We 

hereby agree to hold and save harmless VIS Academy, its agents, representatives and coaches from and 

against all actions, claims, liabilities, loss, injury or damage of any kind, which may be sustained or incurred 

as a result of my child’s participation in this Open Tryout.  I further grant VIS Academy the right to use the 

above player’s name, picture and/or likeness in printed, broadcast or other materials concerning VIS 

Academy, provided such use is related to the player’s status as a participant of VIS Academy. 

Parent / Guardian: _________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________________   Date: _______________ 

Parent / Guardian: _________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________________   Date: _______________ 

 


